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An Analysis of Significant Discourses in Historical
Context in “On the Historical Unity of Russians and
Ukrainians” (2021) by Vladimir Putin
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This research analyzes significant discourses in “On the
Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians” (2021), an article by Viadimir
Putin. Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is used as a framework for this
research, with the following three goals: 1) studying discourse practices
in producing, distributing, and reading the article; 2) examining
discourses related to the historical context of Russia-Ukraine relations
through linguistic strategies; and 3) exploring social-cultural practices
influencing the creation of these discourses. Results are that Putin’s
article presents five main discourses on the history of Russia-Ukraine
relations: 1) shared historical points between Russia and Ukraine; 2)
Russian support and promotion of Ukraine; 3) Ukrainian leadership and
elites as obstacles to Russia-Ukraine relations; 4) opposition to Russia;
and 5) Western influence in Ukraine. These discourses employ diverse
linguistic strategies: words or phrases use, metaphors, speech act,
negation, and causal attribution. Putin's article was published in Russian,
Ukrainian and English on the kremlin.ru website. The primary target
audiences comprise Russian, Ukrainian, and international readers,
especially Western politicians. Factors influencing the creation of Putin’s
discourse are linked to overall Russian foreign policy and relations with
Ukraine, the Eurasian regional geopolitical situation, and Ukrainian

identity supported by the government and elites.
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