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Correlation between the Perception
and Production of Japanese Pitch Accents:
A Case Study of Thai Learners with Experience Learning

and Practicing Japanese Pitch Accents”

Yupaka Fukushima™™

The objective of this research is to investigate the correlation
between the perception and production of Japanese pitch accents.
The participants were 95 first-year undergraduate students majoring in

Japanese with experience learning and practicing pitch accents.

The results showed that the participants could perceive the pitch
accents of the given words with an average accuracy of 71.2 percent
and could produce the pitch accents with an average accuracy of 79.1
percent. Pearson’s correlation coefficient test revealed that Japanese
accent perception and production have a strong positive correlation
(r=.642) at a statistical significance level of 0.01. In other words, students
who accurately perceive pitch accents are likely to accurately produce
pitch accents. In the lexical dimension, both variables were found to have
a moderately positive correlation (r=.416) at a statistical significance level
of 0.05. This implies that the words whose pitch accents students can

accurately perceive tend to be accurately pronounced.
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13. 24 (857) 21 (75.0) 48. 27 (964) 28 (100) 83. 21 (7500 26 (929
14. 21 (75.0) 21 (75.0) 49, 23 (82.1) 23 (82.1) 84. 21 (75.0) 21 (75.0)
15. 24 (857) 28 (100) 50. 26 (92.9) 26 (92.9) 85. 17 (60.7) 19 (67.9)
16. 22 (786) 25 (89.3) 51, 24 (857) 26 (92.9) 86. 18 (64.3) 24 (85.7)
17. 14 (5000 19 (67.9) 52. 19 (6790 20 (71.4) 87. 23 (821) 26 (929
18. 22 (786) 23 (82.1) 53, 18 (64.3) 12 (42.9) 88. 18 (64.3) 16 (57.1)
19. 21 (7500 15 (53.6) 54, 25 (89.3) 25 (89.3) 89. 19 (6790 21 (75.0)
20. 25 (89.3) 28 (100) 55. 27 (96.4) 26 (92.9) 90. 18 (64.3) 23 (82.1)
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