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The Role of Korean Sexual Humor Tale:

A Case Study from Stories Featuring Male Pro’ragonis’rs*

Siwat Surakitbovorn™™

This research article aims to analyze the roles and functions of
Korean sexual humor tales, focusing on stories with male characters as
the central figures. By examining the relationships and behaviors of male
characters in these tales, it is observed that the principal male characters
include Buddhist monks, noblemen and the upper class, scholars,
merchants, and ordinary villagers. These characters interact with female
characters from various social classes within the tales. Moreover, the
study of the roles and functions of these tales through male characters
from diverse social strata reveals five primary roles: 1) reinforcing the
hegemony of the ruling classes; 2) promoting social justice; 3) educating
on sexual matters and facilitating adaptation to family life; 4) reflecting
and fulfilling the desires of the people; and 5) providing satire and ridicule
to express societal discontent. The significance of these roles varies
depending on the perspective of the reader or listener, as a single tale
may take on multiple roles, emphasizing the complexity and multifaceted

nature of these narratives.
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