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The purpose of this article is to: 1) examine prepositional
phrases in Spanish; and 2) analyze the number of “locuciones
preposicionales” according to the structural criteria proposed by Maria
Moliner in her book Uso de las preposiciones (The Use of Prepositions).
The authors categorize these phrases based on Moliner's structural

criteria.

The study reveals that Spanish prepositional phrases, according
to the word order described by Moliner, can be divided into 9 structural
types: 1) Preposition + noun + preposition (preposiciéon + nombre +
preposicion), comprising 252 phrases; 2) Noun + preposition (nombre +
preposicion), comprising 11 phrases; 3) Adjective or past participle +
preposition (adjetivo/participio + preposicién), comprising 5 phrases; 4)
Preposition + neuter article /o + adjective + preposition (preposicion +
articulo neutro /o + adjetivo + preposicion), comprising 9 phrases; 5)
Adverb + preposition (adverbio + preposicion), comprising 2 phrases; 6)
Preposition + adverb + preposition (preposicion + adverbio +
preposiciéon), comprising 4 phrases; 7) Preposition + infinitive +
preposition (preposicion + infinitivo + preposicion), comprising 3 phrases;
8) Verb + preposition (verbo + preposicion), comprising 1 phrase; 9)
Conjunction como + noun + preposition (conjuncién como + nombre +
preposicion), comprising 2 phrases. Altogether, the total number of

prepositional phrases in Spanish is 289.
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