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Flesh Against Fur: Buttocks, Bodies, Beasts,

and the (Un)Hidden Relations in the Queer Forest”

Pachcharaporn Supaphol*

Rawitawan Sophonpanich**

This article explores the depictions of bare-buttocked
human figures and beasts that inhabit the bas-de-page (the lower
margins) of The Rutland Psalter (1260), an illuminated manuscript
containing religious texts such as the Psalms. Read through
the frameworks of queer theory and post-human theory, the study finds
that the depictions of bare-buttocked human figures and animals
articulate queer desire in seven distinct modes: (1) a desire for intimate
bodily fusion that seeks to dissolve the boundary between agent and
recipient; (2) profound desire among male knights; (3) a desire to inflict
pain as a mechanism for producing emotional bonds; (4) shared desire
among humans, plants, and animals; (5) a desire oriented toward
the exploration and experimentation of alternative identities; (6) sexual
desire not confined solely to the reproduction of lineage; and (7) a desire
structured as ongoing becoming. The study argues that a queer reading
of the depictions of bare-buttocked human figures confronting animals in
The Rutland Psalter reveals forms of queer desire that are not confined
to the human body or to contemporary sexual paradigms. Rather, these
images provocatively and fluidly blur the boundaries between humans
and animals, generating modes of desire that unsettle and destabilize

medieval constructions of identity and sexual normativity.
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WA, nwwﬁﬂmﬁagﬁﬂiauﬁuwwﬁ
(171'.11’1: Use of Sarum (the ‘Rutland Psalter’), British Library, Add MS 62925, fol. 70V.)
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Troyes, 1914, p. 42) WaLduduanudaIn T uallunn wé’w:munﬁ'ﬂﬂ;ﬂmﬂmufﬂ Twda Badu
gﬂmeaaL‘éaaLmﬁLﬁmﬁu%ﬂuﬁm LU IELAN S AInAA a@moﬂqﬂﬂanﬁ@uma Nﬁ]tyn”ﬂvl,ﬂﬁ'mﬁaumﬂ
Tuiuit ﬁmim%rymmmnéﬁmnLl,azmm5n§amammnis’wﬁ'u UEPSEUEHE GRGHICHEL LR
AMUFURUS UIUUL LT B-R Fyradumwssriansesussnsomnifininasesznintamsidums sy
paansnaaiulutiaatsd 12 laowisluinfefidduifonusniwivsanundningesfinse
19599 (Richard the Lionheart) 38571307 1 uvsaanns luwsenaansvaslsaasuiaaniian (Roger of
Howden, 1853) NaaindanulnaGaatnaanniufaLN 2 uiselsas (Philip Il I@Uixgiwv%aaouauiauLﬁmaﬁ‘u
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(“7{&1’1: Use of Sarum (the ‘Rutland Psalter’), British Library, Add MS 62925, fol. 46V.)
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