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King Rama VI's Literary Works:
The Concept of Sukhothai and Ayutthaya

in the Modern Siam Period”

Pattama Theekapraser’rkul**

This research article aims to study the concepts of Sukhothai
and Ayutthaya as presented in the royal compositions of King Vajiravudh
(King Rama VI), as well as the relationships between these concepts and
the social context of modernizing Siam. In this endeavor, six compositions
of King Vajiravudh are closely examined: Tiew Muang Phra Ruang
(A Tour around Sukhothai), Tamnan Sua Paa (The Pageant of Wild Tiger
Traditions), Bot Lakhon Rum Rueang Phra Ruang Rue Khom Dum Din
Lae Thalaeng Rueang (Phra Ruang, or Khom Dum Din, a Lakhon Rum
Script with Annotations), Phra Ruang Lakhon Pud Kamklon Sadaeng
Tamnan Thai (Phra Ruang, a Lakhon Pud Script with Thai Folklore-
focused Annotations), Phra Ruang Bot Lakhon Rong (Phra Ruang,
a Lakhon Rong Script), and Bot Lakhon Duekdamban Rueang Thao Saen
Pom Lae Phraratchavichan (Phra Ruang, a Lakhon Duekdamban Script
with Royal Commentary). The findings show that King Vajiravudh’s six
compositions collectively introduce the following four concepts of Sukhothai
and Ayutthaya: the kingdom of freedom, the kingdom of early establishment
and extensive history, the kingdom of prosperity, and the kingdom of
security and relations with various principalities. These concepts are
related to the social context of modernizing Siam, a period when
the country needed to construct its collective identity and instill
nationalism under the threat of colonialism. The four concepts are linked
to modern Siamese society in four ways: the conception of truth and
reason in old narratives; the construction of the roots of “modern Siam”
based on old narratives; the creation of complex relationships among old
narratives, all of which contribute to the centralization of power; and

the construction of intertextual meaning through modern print formats.
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