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Literary Beauty And Significance of the Descriptions

of Nature in Innao, the Lao Panji Story
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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the literary beauty and significance of
the descriptions of nature in Innao, the Lao Paniji story. In Innao, a large
number of the descriptions of nature are presented more outstandingly than
those in the Thai Inao where the story of Innao is derived from. The study
reveals that the descriptions of nature in Innao are presented and described
artistically by playing with the sounds in words, depicting the variation of
natural scenes, and using words of imagery and metaphor. In addition, the
descriptions of nature in Innao contain great significance, namely the
significance to help arousing the imagination of the audience, the
significance to the continuity of the story, the significance to emphasize the
characters’ emotion, the significance to the purpose of being sung or “Lum”,

and the significance to colourize the Laos’s identity to the story. The
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beautiful and significant descriptions of nature become one of the prominent
elements distinguishing Innao from the Thai Inao and other Paniji stories as
well as reflect the wisdom and ability of the Lao poet in transforming a

foreign tale into a Lao literary work.

Keywords: Lao Innao; descriptions of nature; literary beauty and significance
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