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Abstract

In the pre-colonial era, there was movement seen in some
Myanmar classical poety that diverged from mainstream traditional literary
writing, which generally was concerned with religion and royality. Although
this new poety still composed by poets of noble rank, its focus was
transferred to the world of ordinary people by depicting the life and work or
rural folk. Additionally, the forms and styles of the new poety resembled
those of folk song. It can thus be said that this new poetry was a sub-
stream of Myanmar literature reflecting the world of ordinary people, who

had no clear voice or identity in the pre-colonial era.

Keywords: Myanmar classical poetry; pre-colonial era; form;

ordinary people
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