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Abstract

This article presents a comparative study of rhythm in autistic and
normal Thai youths’ connected speech. The study included four main
analyses; rhythmic unit structure, rhythmic unit length, length ratio of
syllables in rhythmic unit, and pausing. The spontaneous speech was
recorded from six autistic and six normal Thai male youths, aged 12 to 15
years, who were asked to talk about things they liked. Their recorded
speech was first acoustically analysed using the Praat program together
with hearing evaluation and later statistically compared using the Mann-
Whitney U Test. On the whole, it was found that both groups, statistically,
showed no significant difference in the rhythmic unit length and the length
ratio of syllables in rhythmic unit, but there were significant differences in

rhythmic unit structure and pausing.

Keywords: Autism; speech rhythm; connected speech
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