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Abstract

Thai society is divided info castes or classes on the basis of power or right in the
ownership of real estate, an arrangement called the estate system. The estate system which
divided society in the early Bangkok Period into a governing class and governed classes is
reflected in A Dictionary of the Siamese Language by J.Caswell and J.H. Chandler, one of
the earliest Thai language dictionaries, which was published in 1845 during the reign of King

Rama il

Study of the dictionary revedls that the language reflected the division of society
into classes. The language used by the ruling class is designated as kham kasat, or royadl
words. The governed classes were divided into three groups. The religious group used
language called kham fai phra, or monks’ words; the commoner group people used
language called kham ban-nok, (rural villagers' words), and kham chao-meuang, (townspeople’s

words).
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