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Abstract

The Klong Phra Rajapiti Tawatasamas (The Royal Ceremonies of the Twelve
Months) by Krom Phraya Bamrabparapak is a literary work in verse. The language is refined
and rich in poetic diction and figures that inspire the imagination, and the presentation is well
organized. The poem is an account of events taking place in the reigns of King Rama IV and
King Rama V, some of which are recorded in other sources and some nowhere eise, making
the work of historical interest. In describing the ceremonies of the twelve months of the

court, the poet inserts information on folk customs. The work revedls the court’s attempt fo
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revive the art and culture of the Ayuithaya Period along with alterations of traditional
customs during that transitional period when Thailand came under the influence of Western
culture, changes which have affected the performance of royal ceremonies up to present.
The Klong Phra Rajapiti Tawatasamas is, therefore, valuable not only as a piece of literature,

but also as a historical record and as source for investigation of fraditional ceremonies,
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