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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study social action according fo

Buddhism, 2) fo study social action according to Marxist Philosophy, 3) to study social effects
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of social action, and 4) to compare and contrast ideas of social action from the Buddhist
and Marxist points of view. The data employed in the research were the doctrines of the
Buddha and Karl Marx and of their later exponents collected from primary and secondary

sources.
The results were as follows:

1. Social action according to Buddhism is a mental action (manokamma) or
theories, beliefs and ideas (ditthis) conceived as social values influencing human activities. In
Marxist Philosophy, something similar to an action (kamma) in Buddhism is the concept of
“labour”. Through labour, begins in each epoch of society social productive life, called
economic base, and then comes into existence “social consciousness” as something akin to

the Buddhist mental action, corresponding to that productive life.

2. Social action always causes some social effects. It affects the natural environment,
human life and humanity, and is positive or negative depending on the motives (mental

action or social consciousness) behind an action.

3. Buddhism and Marxist philosophy share some common views of social action in
their humanistic principle, division of careers in society, transformation from quantity into
quality of the outcome, and roles of thought and external objects. However, owing to
differences between their philosophical outlooks, the goal and the way for eliminating social

human iliness of the two are different.
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