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Abstract

The main objective of the research, entitlied Ethnic Identity in the Context of Tourism
: A Case Study of Bann Raummit, Muang District, Chiang Rai Province, was to investigate
ethnic identity and affects of tourism. The main concepts and theories used in this research
were ethnicity and tourism. For collecting of the data, qudlitative research methods such as

participant observation, key informant interviews and in-depth interviews were employed.

The research have demonstrated that Baan Raummit consist of many ethnic groups
such as Karen, Akha, Hmong, Lisu and so on. Socidlization provides basic ethnic identity to
all groups. Tourism leads people of these ethnic groups to transform their ethnic identity in

various aspects such as language, costume, value and way of life.

Tourism leads to various changes in people ethnic identity, but the consciousness
of ethnic origin does not change. Social interaction among ethnic groups on the one hand
makes clear ethnic identity of each groups, i.e. we know who is Karen, Akha or Hmong, on

the other hand it also paves the way to assimilation.
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