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Abstract

This paper analyzes the concept of Nirvana, one of the most important terms in
Buddhism, in The Light of Asia, a classic poetic work on the Buddha's life and teachings
composed by Sir Edwin Amold in 1879 during the Victorian Period. At that time, some of the
Western intellectuals began to take inferest in Buddhism, one of the great wisdom fraditions

of the East. They studied and interpreted doctrines in the Tripitaka and other Buddhist texts.
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One term which attracted these scholars was Nirvana. This was interpreted variously as
“annihilation” “extinction” and “nihilism” among others. However, Sir Edwin Arnold does not
give a clear-cut definition of the doctrine. He considers Nirvana ambiguous and hard to
define. To suggest the concept of Nirvana, Sir Edwin Amold employs the literary devices:

negative rejection statements, metaphors, and paradoxes.
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The aching craze fo live ends, and life glides—
Lifeless—to nameless quiet, nameless joy,
Blessed NIRVANA—sinjess, stirless rest—

That change which never changes! I 113)
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To such commencement hath the First Stage
touched,

He knows the Noble Truths, the Eightfold
Road:

By few or many steps such shall attain

NIRVANA's blest abode. VIIl: 162)
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As one who sftands on yonder snowy horn
Having naught o’er him but the boundless blue,
So, these sins being slain, the man is come

NIRVANA's verge unto. VIl 153)
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Never shall yearnings torture him, nor sins
Stain him, nor ache of earthly joys and woes
Invade his safe efernal peace; nor deaths
And lives recur. He goes
Unto NIRVANA. He is one with life,
Yet lives not. He is blest, ceasing to be.
OM, MANI PADME, OM! the Dewdrop slips
Info the shining sea! (Vill: 146)
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Seeking nothing, he gains all;
Foregoing self, the Universe grows 'I’:
If any teach NIRVANA is to cease,

Say unto such they lie.

If any feach NIRVANA is to live,
Say unfo such they err; not knowing fthis,
Nor what light shines beyond their broken lamps
Nor lifeless, timeless, bDliss. (VI 154)
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