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Abstract

It has been considered that the private sphere is not only separated from but also
subordinated to the public sphere. As a result, women'’s roles in the domestic are often
overlooked and devalued. The main objective of this artficle is to study the gender roles of
Shan Royal Ladies in the following life narratives: The White Umbrella (1999) by Partricia Elliott
and My Vanished World: the True Story of a Shan Princess (2000) by Nel Adam. From
the study, it can be concluded that Shan Royal Ladies are actively involved in domestic,
social, and political issues. For Shan Royal Ladies, the private and the public spheres are
inseparable. Their gender roles have been determined by their social class and the social
and political context to such an extent that what has been considered private is always

already political.

Women's roles in the domestic sphere show their ability to learn, adapt and create.
Furthermore, it is obvious the power to politics is driven through Shan Royal Ladies’ domestic

activities.
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The big meetfing convened in March, 1946. Sao attended as kitchen

boss, (..)

It was hard work feeding the men. The Kachins and their cousins, the
Chins, came down from the north. The Tai Saophas were all there, too,
including the ones who’'d had their lands transferred to Thailand during the
occupation. An American Baptist missionary Reverend Harold Young, repre-

sented the Lahu and the Wa. (Elliotf, 1999: 156)
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Sao organized garden parties, tea lunches and dinners. Not one

meal was eatfen in privacy.

Whether the distinguished guest be from Ceylon or Pakistan, she
settled on an established model. (...) To avoid confusion over Burmese cusfoms,
the table was set English-style and the menu was westem: soup, salad, a meat

dish and dessert. (Elliott, 1999: 197)
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Mongpaing, a large village in our state, twenty miles away from the fown.” (Adams, 2000:

84) 1/1?9 “Mother and the Headman had a discussion” (Adams, 2000: 84)
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" ... while the surrounding woods and forest provided us with ample roots, shoots
and leafy vegetables. Mushroom were plentiful and luckily the Shans were skilful at finding
and identifying the edible ones.” (Adams, 2000: 85) (a1 iRenfan e s iazaan
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meals were not what we had been used fo, they were tasty enough to satisfy our huge
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"In the evening we would sit round a fire, eating roasted potafoes
and chestnuts and while eafing we would watch the sun sink behind the hills,
painting the blue sky with wonderful colours of purple and red. (...) The world
seemed so free from frouble and care-fotally different from the redlity of our

situation. (Adams, 2000: 86)
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other foreign visifors.” (Adams, 2000: 31-32) nsilinfiasAmAvesinmessuR TuRnaziay
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The prince married her for just such a task. She projected an air of

modernity. His first wife, the Mahadevi, had offen proudly told the household

about her trips fo England as a child. But when English-speakers called, she

lingered in the background with the maids, eclipsed by the prince’s new

educated wife. (Elliott, 1999: 74)
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One day her exasperated brother handed her a plece of paper. On

it was written, "l will marry the man who does not rely on Prince Hom Hpa

for a living,” There was a space for her to sign her name. Sao considered the

aging ministers of state who trooped in and out of her brother’s office and their

sons. She didn’t want fo marry any of them. In fact, she didn’t want to marry.

period.
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She signed her name, Sao Heam Hkam. The agreement provided a
safe way fo end the consfant fighting. After all, everyone who was anyone

relled on her brother for a living. (Elliott, 1999: 72)

msnszvhaasddeuduenatnilunssediudminduds dafiedndunsaed
nunsaulszimdlansdsaulningdle nsmadueadndoumlildddnuuzifesdndy
atlulaumiunssasiulumegessy iamnmsafisnifiaananuiuiiunueeding
< dl 3 s ] v v :: dy‘/ s
varatheiuminzan Seanssrvdinlusgluaousiazdnduls Madldansauunsdany
Fasnnundynuaznadiafeling duiu asdsrdinvatsaud sdugeudiideiun
| L% 1 a YV aa 8/ a = d' v <y °
wazdaetlvluarzamwald iy nrsBiusaud nsafiwnaaustaiyinieusedidausn
s L4 <y ] v v v <y 1 < < v @ ¥ 1 L4
A devuimsziegy wisziiusndevuihdumduazgnuaaiay fusu nssesu
< o as L 7~ =Y < = @ ‘é
nsaRnaasEnuAdansliuANuneneulanslidedlunsauniidanaunInisnasy

vinlntiaainisedisneallls

¥ v =y ° i v <y q. I v =\ U <y 1 <y dql ¥
udiudsurnazaagynitniiarliidefisnuagilauinadmlszndiutioe
wwAsneiiulvgjuaznginusiassmuauasiaziananamilondn darudeudiey 20 1
Fmasdiugauit NaanEn nigatiunAsildITauallatunsnazAnAulaEn LW?’]:”Luﬁqm
v < 1 d‘ ] ! o v <y ] v [ <y ° s v
Wdaruihansamyanailiegludunsveadindavuihliunisdeummudynnls uaz
:: <y v ] YV ] 1 | o v 1 [~ V. Y <y L% ) ey
yanatuaAe iadln gueigrieannidudaumunn iddelaifludiudieeaaing g
sunauaziauliANUIAIINENTIIINLIE LA NTauAIAsHENENLARATLBNLAT LU sray

Hadse Waen@aviuinihdyyniaswnumeansiiadndausuiuand

Humhdunsa nenssrinaaadnidauiliiaziiunnsdssiananfa vianisvindyan

J 1 2= v L 7N~ v 1 =y v :: dl I v
YUINABTBINA a:mu’[wmuuﬂLmqmiﬂ@:uﬂi:uauLLthagmﬂ INTITYNATIVLAAINITABAT
Wudauadlanamuasaudansioaunanyin nandansusidunissanaanly n1ensevin

¥ = o =8 v v & 1 <y - < v s 1 9
ravRdauAAaznauliiiunisaed luansanuiuadsulindounuuanenimanunneud
1 « as = = | as (=3 1 ¥ Q’ v <y o v o
mengnusivesdinuLaraamlszindlmugiull Anziiun luieiandiBauisesingey
viniEadisnatf

v v
s o o <

MeanENASIidvaeznensWadasnegs ez ldineaafunisaseanudunusnig
\nFan Tz NATaLATIRaATaLAT VLY uadaieanudiugTsEnes s ineseRasgae
v 1 I al'd o ] Ly =< I~ =Y o 1 ar s & ¢
W lafluyapailisnunsust nsefindaiiunisigdusiunaseinegiu duasifhulezleand
v = v oy o o v o o o o v @ @
aathuileslusuian ISudauAasIzsufnmsanidurdasdianniades wSounuaszmin

Irtensnatassiuasassind nanldanunsodndnule o 19 1e3eRessnenuuAay I was

Msansuuuemans UA 14 adun 2 w.a. 2550 m



over. She was married. Head lowered, she followed her husband outside info the aull,
humid glare.” (Eliott, 1999: 83) n1fafinMnAIINMsItatasalauiluniswanimauua:
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| was beginning fo wonder whether refurning fo Burma was the right
thing fo do, when a chance meefing introduced another factor info the
equation: | fell in love with an Englishman. | could no longer postoone making

Q decision. (Adams, 2000: 164)
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