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Abstract

Thai alphabets are categorized into 3 groups according to the sound character-
istics of Proto-Tai initial consonants. Voiced consonants became “low consonants”, voiceless
aspirated consonants became “high-consonants”, and voiceless unaspirated consonants
became “middle-consonants”. There were 3 tones in Proto-Tai which were Iater split under
the influence of the sound characteristics of initial consonants, types of syllables, and vowel
length. Some words are spelled differently from how they were in the past due to the

confusing caused by the merger of B4 and C1 tones in Standard Thai.
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