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Abstract

One of the Tai peoples significant ways of living is rice planting. In the
old days rice cultivation depends entirely on seasonal rain. However, when the
dry season occurs, Tai peoples in China and Southeast Asia have particular
rituals in common, that is rain praying rituals. This article aims at investigating
rain praying rituals of six Tai communities, namely, the Tai Dam at Muang La
(Vietnam) and Luang Nam Ta (Laos), Tai Kao (Vietnam), Tai Laos in Luang
Prabang (Laos) and northeastern Thailand, Tai Khun in Chiang Tung
(Myanmar), Tai Lue in Sipsongpanna and Tai NUa in Yunnan (China). The
article studied rain praying rituals in each of these Tai communities in details
and found that rain praying rituals are fertility rites important to all Tai
communities. The rituals can be either included in other yearly ceremonies,
such as the celebration of the New Year or performed only in the dry season.
The rituals originated from the beliefs of spirits as well as Buddhism, so the

features of the ceremonies vary from place to place.

Keywords: culture; Tai peoples; rain praying rituals
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