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San Dhammayos's Historiography: Life and Works
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Abstract

This article aims to study two historical aspects of the biography of
San Dhammayos. One is the history of his works; the other is his own
biography as appears in his own works and in the writings of others. Although
San Dhammayos lived only to the age of 38, his works have had a very
interesting influence on literature and criticism in terms of both the works and
his distinctive style in initiating heated controversy in Thai society, which lacks
a critical traditon because of the patronage system among writers and
observance of proprieties in order to preserve good fellowship in literary circles.
Since his death, he has been created anew through his works and
reassessments of his writings from time to time. It may be said that his life and
works have become a dynamic historiography which has a relationship with the
social and political atmosphere of Thailand through several decades.
Therefore, the study of his life and works reflects not only an individual but also
projects an image of Thailand through the interaction of literature and the print

market.

Keywords: criticism; Thai contemporary writers; San Dhammayos
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