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Abstract

The issue of script reform has been discussed among Chinese
intellectuals since the 19" century. When entering the modern era, Chinese
language was criticized as an obstacle to mass education, for it seemed
too difficult to study, especially Chinese scripts that were deemed
complicated. Therefore, progressive-minded Chinese intellectuals believed
the reform of Chinese language including Chinese script reform was
inevitably necessary for China’'s modernization. This article presents an
overview of historical development of Chinese script reforms. It
demonstrates the multifaceted relations between state, intellectuals,
language, letters, literature and society, which were crucial factors in the

formation of modern Chinese today.

Keywords: Chinese script reform; national language; traditional Chinese;

simplified Chinese; modern state
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