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Filial Piety as a Tool to Cultivate Morality for the Young

according to Buddhism
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Abstract

This article deals with the concept of filial piety as taught by the
Buddha himself. So, references have mainly focused on the Early Buddhist
primary sources. Buddhism calls filial piety “Katafifikataveditd”, the term

which is derived from the Pali : “Katafifiutd” — knowledge of the done favour

and “Kataveditd” — reciprocation for the done favour. In case of parents
and the young, to know that parents are the Brahma, the first teacher and
the gift-worthy is the knowledge of the done favour, while an attention on
their welfare is reciprocation for the done favour. To have the young be
conscious of and committed to virtues of the two terms with their parents is
the Buddhist moral cultivation on filial piety for the young. So, filial piety is
not inspired by any personal needs but the moral awareness of humanity.
The young with filial piety do not only fulfil the above two virtues but bear
personalities of being polite, gentle, humble, sympathetic, obedient, dutiful,

public-minded and so on with their parents.

Keywords: Katafifuta; Katavedita; Katafifiikatavedita; filial piety;

Buddhist filial piety
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