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Abstract

This study examines the tradition and science of gems as
recorded in Sanskrit and Thai literature, particularly the Ratnapariksa and
the Tamra Nopparat, to establish their textual relationships. The data
were collected from existing Sanskrit manuscripts composed between
Vedic and post-Vedic periods (circa 1500 BC -14m century), and from
Thai treatises on nine gems during the reign of King Rama Il. As a
representative sample, the meaning-based translation of Ratnapariksa
(testing on gems) from an interpolation Garuda Purana’s and a
compendium Buddhabhatta’s are investigated, and the textual
comparison are subsequently established. It is found that the Indian
gemological treatise consists of origin and mines, classification, merits
and demerits based on physical properties, spiritual power of gems, etc.
Its scientific description is based on the Brahmanism and Hinduism.
Likewise, Tamra Nopparat has similar contents and descriptions with
specific reference to divine characters and places recorded in the ancient
Vedic scriptures. Only minor differences can be found. It can be
concluded that the Ratnapariksa might be the source of knowledge and

beliefs recorded in the Thai gemological literature, Tamra Nopparat.

Keywords: ancient gemology; Sanskrit treatises on gems; Thai treatises

on nine gems
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