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Breaking the Bronze Palace: Why Northern Khmer Women
Opt for Western Husbands?
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Abstract

This paper attempts to search for the answers of 2 research
questions through contemporary songs of Northern Khmer speakers in the
southern part of Northeastern Thailand: firstly, what types of Northern Khmer
women who opt for western husbands?; secondly, why these women opt for
those men? According to the study, the Northern Khmer women, who opt for
the western husbands, are those who pursue social mobility, those whose
families heavily get into debt, those who are widowed or divorced, those
whose complexion is dark, and those whose family lives failed. The reasons
why they opt for the western men are that they struggle against harshness in
their lives, yearn for better lives, and long for social recognition. Furthermore,
the finding reveals that the opting for western husbands, on the one hand, is
to reproduce some traditional Northern Khmer concepts, yet in new paths; on
the other hand, it is to reject injustice traditional Northern Khmer practices
and some dominant discourses circulating throughout contemporary Thai

society.

Keywords: Northern Khmer women; western men; interracial marriage;

Northern Khmer song
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