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Abstract
This article aims to study "The Shadow of the Rain", a short
story written by Anusorn Tipayanon, in terms of the main theme, the role

of magical realism and the use of magical realism in the story.

It is found that the main theme of "The Shadow of the Rain"
deals with the French colonisation over Cambodia which have had
severe impacts on the way of life of the Khmer people. The French
control had inevitably destroyed the Khmer spirit which resulted in the
inability of the local people to govern and rely on themselves after
gaining independence. This is also the main cause of the Cambodian
genocide during the Khmer Rouge period as well as several political
crises in modern Cambodia. The main theme presented through the use
of magical realism plays an important role in revealing the prolonged bad

effect of colonialism on the former colonised country and, therefore,
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contesting the grand narrative on colonialism given by European
colonisers. The author has combined rational logic with illogical magical
elements in the creation of the plot, the main character and the setting in

order to elaborate the main theme of the story.

Keywords: Magical Realism; Modern Thai literature; Anusorn Tipayanon;

Colonialism
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