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Waen Dokmai: Crossing-Gender Characters beneath

‘Singlehood’ and ‘Family’ in Contemporary Thai Society
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Abstract

Living their lives in opposite gender roles, the characters in the
novel of “Waen Dokmai” choose their own definition of singlehood,
maintain their individuality through staying single and judge that marriage
and family life are nonsense. Due to the fact that this novel is the site of
heterosexual love preservation and of giving ‘to have a family’ value an
importance. The characters, which live their lives against these ideal
values, are judged to be alienated and unusual persons. Consequently, it
leads to acts of implicit violence in family lives. Readers, meanwhile, are
intrigued to ask whether myths of these dominant social values are usual
or not. Even though the characters seem to challenge these ideal values,
the novel does not present any social breakthrough. However, the
characters can compromise, comprehend, and live together with the

others in society.

Keywords: Crossing Gender; Singlehood; Family
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