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The Noble Man and The Imaginative Power:
An Analysis of Construction of The Ren (Humanness)
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Abstract

This article is an attempt to explicate the role of the noble man
in elaborating the possibility of the ren (humanness) community as an
ideal community. It argues that the noble man’s imaginative power sheds
new light on the cultivation of ren as a normative. This is achieved by
mastering or “playing with” the concept of ren which is to reveal principle
and practice the constitution of an ethical self and a simultaneous
construction of the ideal community. Moreover, by utilizing the noble
man’s imaginative power as a form of “critique”, this imagination could
investigate the problematically chaotic circumstances and also raise
crucial questions to the social environment of Confucius’s time. These
critiques prove to be ironic both for Confucius himself as well as for the

society of his time.

Keywords: noble man, ideal community, Confucius
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