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Nora: Dramatic Art as Sacrament
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Abstract

This research is conducted to study Nora in view of Mythology by
looking at relating texts, books, written documents and records about the
origin of dramatic art and Nora dance. It also looks at Nora dance practice
to find relationship between Nora and the Natya Sastra. This relationship
shows that Nora dance, which is a Thai dramatic art, is not only a dance
pattern influenced by Indian art but also includes other components and

aims of the performance.

The aim of the Natya Sastra and Nora dance is to help humans
go beyond worldly concern and reach the mythological dimension. In this
way, humans could become a part of divinity. Dramatic Art, as the gift from
the powerful gods above, is seen as a commandment which humans must
perform as rituals for gods. By ignoring these rituals, human will not be

able to connect with gods above as well as the mystery and other things.

Keywords: Nora; sacred dance; dance; dramatic art; Natya Sastra; Karana
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