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King Rama VI's Kap He Ruea (Royal Ship Lyrics):

the Device for Motivating Siamese Citizens’ Patriotism
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Abstract

This paper aims at examining King Rama VI's Kap He Ruea
(Royal Ship Lyrics) as the device for motivating Siamese citizens’
patriotism. According to the study, the patriotism has been motivated
through three steps, respectively. Firstly, it is the reinforcement of national
pride and loyalty to Thai monarchical institution. The poet reproduced Phra
Ruang’s representation as an intelligent former Thai leader who could
liberate ancient Thai kingdom in order to implicitly insist upon the legitimacy
of monarchical institution and the king's role as the nation’s leader whose
citizens should follow his suggestion. The poet also illustrated royal
palaces’ elegance and Siam’s prosperity so as to convey the king’s great
virtue and his devotion in developing the country. Moreover, the poet
depicted the Royal Navy’s greatness and its inferiority in order to lead to
another step. Secondly, it is the projection of vivid near future threat posed
to Siam by powerful western countries. The threat eventually allowed the
poet to propose national solutions by persuading Thai citizens into donation
for ‘Phra Ruang’ royal warship purchase and into life sacrifice in case of
war for defending the country. The study of this literary text urges readers

to be aware of the literary proficiency of King Rama VI who could artfully
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compose his Royal Ship Lyrics for political purpose. It also awakes us to
the power of literature which could persuade to some extent Siamese

citizens to accomplish their national mission.

Keywords: Kap He Ruea (Royal Ship Lyrics); King Rama VI; patriotism
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...the Russian minister to Siam claimed, in a private
letter to his foreign minister, that the British in the 1910s
had said “quite openly that the fate of Siam was
predestined, that sooner or later this country would be
either a British colony or it would be divided between

England and France.
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