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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the concept of avatars in
Hinduism from the past up to present in terms of meaning, obligation,
manifestation, and levels of avatar. The study was conducted from
Bhagavata Purana, Siva Purana and other sacred books, as well as
examples of avatars at present, including Sai Baba of Shirdi and Sri
Sathya Sai Baba. It was found that the phenomenon of an avatar is a
reincarnation of a deity obliged to subdue, teach, act as a role model,
and guide humanity to the ultimate truth. The manifestation of avatars is
in forms of human beings, supernatural beings, and animals. Although
avatars may come in such three forms, they possess deity properties,
including omnipotence, omniscience and omnipresence. In addition, there

are two levels of avatar, namely direct and indirect avatars.

Keywords: Avatar; Hinduism; Purana
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