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Abstract

This article aims to analyze linguistic features that signify
interpersonal distance in four types of texts, namely, legal texts, political
texts, media texts and academic texts. The data were taken from The
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (Office of the Council of
State of Thailand, 2555), the prime ministers’ and the political parties’ official
statements during B.E. 2549-2555 (New Politics Party, 2554; New Aspiration
Party, 2554; Democrat Party, 25540, 2554, 25549, 25543; Pheu Thai Party,
2554; The Royal Thai Government, 2555), the newspaper advertisements
and the magazine advertisements published during November to December

B.E. 2554 (Gourmet and Cuisine, 2554; Daily News, 2554; Thairath, 2554;
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Praew, 2554; Matichon, 2554), and the science articles published during B.E.
2550-2551 (Wangdamrongwet, 25500; Sirichumphan, Charoenwit, Charannamsiri
and Chiancharatwong, 2550 ; Methatham and Rattanathamkun, 2550;
SirikanchanaKowit and Kritphet, 2551). It is found that the interpersonal
distance in all types of texts is marked by three different ways, that is, the
lack of personal pronouns, the use of nominalized noun phrases and the use
of passive constructions. There is no personal pronoun in the legal texts and
the academic texts whereas the political texts and the media texts show
some percentages of pronouns. It is also found that the academic texts show
the highest frequency of nominalized noun phrases and the legal texts show
the highest use of passive constructions. In addition, when counting the
frequency of the occurrence of the nominalized noun phrases together with
passive constructions, it is found that the academic language is the most

distant text type whereas the media language is the least distant text type.

Keywords: distance; register; applied linguistics
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Kupe went to Muturangi’'s village and spoke of the bad
behaviour of the animal with regard to his people’s bait,
saying, ‘I have come to tell you to kill your octopus.’,
Muturangi replied, ‘1 won't agree to my pet being killed. Its
home is in the sea.” ‘Well’, said Kupe, ‘if you won't take

care of your pet, | will kill it
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The discovery of Hawaii from the Marquesas was a
remarkable achievement, but at twenty degrees north
latitude Hawaii is still within the zone of the trade winds that
blow steadily and predictably for half of each year. New
Zealand lies far to the south of the trade winds, in the
stormy waters and unpredictable weather of the Tasman

Sea.
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