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Understanding the Buddha’s Prophecy regarding
“Brahmacarya will not last long” and the Problem of

Bhikkhuni Ordination in Thai Society
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Abstract

Initially, this paper aims to expose the faults and weaknesses of the
often cited Buddha'’s Prophecy “Brahmacarya will not last long”, which appears
in the Tipitaka, as one argument against bhikkhuni ordination in Thai society.
Basically, there are two groups-the pro-bhikkhuni group and the anti-bhikkhuni
group. The anti-bhikkhuni group does not agree with the ordination of
bhikkhunis and claims the prophecy to be genuine. The opposing group, the
pro-bhikkhuni group, supports the ordination of bhikkhunis and claims the
prophecy to be ungenuine. Moreover, | propose a new understanding of this
contested passage. With this new view, the Buddha’s word will be understood
as a warning. Therefore, even though the prophecy is genuine it can no longer
be used by the anti-bhikkhuni group in their argument against bhikkhuni

ordination.

Keywords: Buddha’s prophecy; Tripitaka; Bhikkhuni
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