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Abstract

This paper aims to explain two types of motifs of supernatural
birth in the Jataka Atthakatha, Panyasa Jataka, myths and Thai folktales,
including the motifs of supernatural birth in a lotus, and from drinking
urine, to understand their concepts and purposes. It was found that the
use of both motifs is consistent with the story theme and type of
literature. Regarding the origin of such motifs, it is assumed that they
primarily appeared in the Tripitaka and Atthakatha before being spread to
literature in the form of myths, non-canonical Jataka and folktales, and

adapted to suit the socio-cultural context

Keywords: motif; supernatural birth; folk literature
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