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The Utana: Knowledge on Religious Customs

and Tradition for Layman
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Abstract

This article aims to investigate the merits of the Utana in passing
on knowledge on religious customs and traditions for laymen. It is found
that the Utana explains various customs and traditions in the Buddha era,
including having an audience with the Buddha, salutation and welcoming
customs, merit making and food offering to monks, ordination, and
cremation. Some of the customs and traditions have been carried on until
present. This study points out the merits of the Utana as a guideline for
laymen to follow and also as useful information for studying the

relationship between folk wisdoms and religions.
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