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Gurukula: An Ancient Indian Institute of Education
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ABSTRACT

“Gurukula” is an educational institute which has flourished since the ancient Vedic
India before its declining during the British rule. All Gurukulas are Asramas situated in the forest.
The twice-born pupils, after their initiation, will go to reside with the teacher in Gurukula, atf
least 9 years, as part of his family to learn from him the Vedas and other disciplines. While
studying, the teacher will not take any fees from his pupils except gifs offered to him at
the end of their study as the gesture of respect and thanks. It has been said that to live
in the natural surroundings and to focus on moral principles are the prominent features of
Gurukula, while the caste-based system is its weak point. At present, Gurukula has resumed

its popularity again in some parts of India as alternative education.
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