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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to survey and study the so-called ameindaw or the royal
orders of the kings of Burma during the Nyaung Yan dynasty (15697-1752). These contemporary
documents are published by Than Tun in his series of books enfitled The Royal Orders of
Burma in 1983. As a collection, covering almost every aspect in Burmese history. The bigger
number of the ameindaw provides a chief source for the study of Burmese social and cultural
history. It also reflects, against what is commonly held, the Burmese government’s concern for
manpower control and the living condition of the Burmese people. The study also shows that
the root of Burmese society in the traditional period was plural cultures, especially in terms of

the diversities in the ethnics and beliefs which continue to exist in present time.
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