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From Community Culture to Civil Society in Weera Sudsang’s
Khwam Mai Aw Nai Khong Khon Mai Aw Nai:
A Collection of Short Stories
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ABSTRACT

This research arficle aims at studying Weera Sudsang’s Khwam Mai Aw Nai Khong
Khon Mai Aw Nai: A Collection of Short Stories, written from 1992 to 1997. The study found
that this collection of short stories presented a new discourse against the development
discourse of the government aiming to boost materialistic development and economic growth

leading to the unfair distribution of resources and causing poverty in the rural areas. This
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collection exhibited the simple, bucolic way of life applying collective local wisdom to live
one’s life. Simultaneously, the writer revealed the conflicts between government and citizens
and among citizens themselves which were largely ignited by the government policy. This
led to the formation of a new group in order to retaliate against the opposite parties. And
the newly-formed group was intellectually influenced by NGOs. This movement was the new

social movement based on the civil society notion which was founded during the 1990s.
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