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The Semantic Study of /kratgiap/
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ABSTRACT

This article is based on the research project entitled “Naming of Thai native vegetables’
names in Saraburi province”. The data collected in the project show 16 variant names of /
kratgiap/ and this to have more variation than all other vegetables. Therefore, the present
study focuses on categorization of this vegetable’s names by applying the componential

analysis, folk taxonomy and categorization. Moreover, this study aims to analyze the semantic
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structures of the variant names of /kratgiap/. It was found that /kratgiap/ are categorized
info two types: directive and comparative categorization. There are two categories within the
directive categorization. They are /phak/ and /p2:/. In the comparative categorization, there
are two categories, namely, /kratgiap/, /thua/ and /makhuia/. However, each ethnic group
in the area can differentiate these categories systematically. Structurally, two types of names
were found, that is, a single name and a modified mane. The componential analysis of the
modifier reveals 4 dimensions of contrast. They are ‘color’, ‘ethnic groups’, ‘generic name of
the native vegetables’ and ‘specific characteristics’. This study shows different world view of
people living in the area. That is, different ethnic groups categorize /kratgiap/ differently. Their

identification of type of this native vegetable reveals their different conceptualization.
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