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Understanding Queers through X-Men Mutants
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ABSTRACT

An increasing number of graphic novels and films about superheroes in American
culture in the mid twentieth century is a major factor that motivates this research project. This
paper is divided into two parts. In the first half, | want to point out that the emergence of
superhero graphic novels and their modern adaptations into film is not a mere coincidence.
Rather, it is driven by a variety of historical backgrounds and social movements. Portrayal of
many superheroes reinforces a stereotypical image of heteronormativity and supremacy in

a society. X-Men mutants, of all the superheroes, seem to get the most constructive praises
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fromm queer audiences. The second part of this article examines X-Men as a case study to
determine reasons why queer audiences feel empowered by the story of these mutants
and how they share similar experiences of being marginalized in a society. In addition, |
aftempt to observe how the understanding of X-Men helps heterosexual audiences develop
a sense of normalization of queer lives, which hopefully might lead to a better recognition

and acceptance of their coexistence.
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You think | don’t know what it’s like to be the perennial outsider...?! To be
surrounded by ‘normal’ and never be part of it?! And I'm not just talking about
high school... I'm taking about the whole world. We're different, Scott. You can
construct whatever artifice you choose, but it doesn’t change the facts. Acceptance

of what you are is the first step. (Casey, “Children of a Lesser God.” 2001: no page)
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