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ABSTRACT

This research on “Teaching Thai Language for Chinese Students: Situations, Problems
and Solutions” was conducted with objectives: 1) to survey the situation of teaching Thai
language for Chinese students in Bangkok and its adjacent areas, and 2) to find the
development approaches for teaching Thai as a foreign language. This is a field research
aiming at two main results from the following approaches: 1) 19 examples from in-depth

interviews with the teachers, and 2) 160 examples from questionnaires from Chinese students.

The results from the teachers show that there have been two curriculums of Teaching
Thai to Chinese students: 1) intensive courses of 4-6 and 8-16 weeks with the objective to
enable the students to use Thai language for everyday communication, and 2) longer courses
of 1-2 years with the objectives to enable the students to use Thai language as a tool to
study in the undergraduate level in different majors offered in Thai language for the Chinese
students. Concerning teaching problems, with different background in Thai language, the
students are sometimes lack of self-discipline and face the difficulty in adapting themselves
to Thai society. These can be solved with the emphases on the pre-test and preparation

courses of basic Thai, as well as the preparation before entering Thailand.

In terms of the students, the research shows that they have positive attitudes
towards the teaching approaches of both lecturing and practicing with emphasis on four
skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing accordingly. In addition, there should be closer
interactions between teachers and students and insight info language together with culture.
In relafion to teaching problems, the students think that there are differences of ability and
responsibility between students and fteachers. The teachers are lack of suitable text books
and teaching materials. Thus, the solutions are to prepare all the necessary things and to

be stricter about the systematic quality.
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