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Abstract

In epistemology, “empiricism” is a view that experience is the sole source
of knowledge, and dall that we know is derived from senses. By this criterion, Franz
Brentano's theory of knowledge which gives cognitive significance to intuition and recognizes
nonsensuous data should not be classified under “erupiricism.” His claim as being an
empiricist is considered as a problem for many. The main objective of this article is
to analytically study Brentano’s theory of knowledge to see whether or not it can be
classifed as “empiricism”, and on what account. From the study, it is found that since
Brentano’s intuition which is a form of inner perception is considered as an experience
or having an experience, and intuition must have experience as a basis, intuition is
therefore an empirical knowledge, so Brentano’s theory of knowledge can be considered an

empiricism in this sense.
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W weunnlu (Franz Brentano) luiindFugunaeasiulifinegludag a.a. 1838-
1917 Lfluﬁfnﬂ‘?ﬂ@ma:ﬁﬂ%m%m‘maLﬂmﬁuﬁﬁmuﬁﬂuéﬁﬁmwmﬂLa'u Af Psychology from an
Empirical Standpoint, (1874); On The Origin of Moral Knowledge (1889); On The Future of
Philosophy (1893). The Four Phases of Philosophy (1895): An Investigation of The Psychology
of the Senses (1907); Truth and Evidence (1930); The Bases and Structure of Ethics (1952)
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’ "...the sense qualities which appear in sensation do not exist, but are merely 'bhenomenal.”

4
‘Color, sound and warmth have only a phenomenal and intentional existence.”
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¢ ‘Psychical phenomena are precisely characterized by relation to a content, by reference to an object:
they contfain an object intentionally within them; and this character of immanent objectivity, in virtue
of which they are active marks them off uniquely from the physical phenomenon upon which they are
directed or toward which they point." (Brentano, 1973 : 85)
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