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Abstract

Tosanikki was the first Japanese diary literary work. It was written in the Heian
period, at around 936, by Kinotsurayuki. The author describes the scenery and the events
that occurred during a sea trip from Tosa to his hometown, the capital, Kyoto, and also
describes his feelings and thoughts in this diary. In the scenery description, beside the
weather and the sea, the important factors which influenced the trip, the author also often
describes the moon. This article aims to study the moon in Tosanikki to find if it has any
important role in the story since it appears many times. The study found that the moon is
used to symbolize the capital or hometown and is also the symbol which hints that the trip
is taking a good turn after obstacles had been encountered. The moon also has a role in

reflecting sadness and loneliness of the author in the story.
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