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The Culture of Tai Yai’s Musical Performances

in Chiang Rai Province

Kumkom Pornprasit :

Abstract

This research, “The Culture of Tai Yai Musical Performances in Chiang Rai
Province,” aimed to study Tai Yai musical performances in Chiang Rai Province
and to collect their melodies. The study has found that there are three important
types of Tai Yai musical performance-playing the Klong Kon Yao drums, playing

the Mong Seng drums and the performance of the Chad Tai musical group.

Chiang Rai Province is the only place where Klong Kon Yao are
played to accompany the Bird and the Tho dances. In almost all places in this
province, the drum beats end with a beat to open up the sounds, known as
“Sieng Poeng,” which are different from drum beats in Chiang Mai and Mae
Hong Sorn Provinces, which end with a beat to stop or close up the sound.
The playing of Klong Kon Yao to accompany the Bird dance usually begins
with the beating of high frequency syllables. There are five melody pattemns.
These are not complex and do not vary and no reduction in the series of

melodies for the drums has been found. The playing of the Klong Kon Yao to

* Associate Professor, Department of Music, Faculty of Fine and Applied
Arts, Chulalongkorn University, and Committee of Center of Excellence for Thai Music

and Culture research, e-mail: pkumkom@yahoo.com
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accompany the Tho dance focuses on the beat to press the sound and the
rhythm reflecting the movement of the dancers. When playing the drums to
accompany the Sword dance and the Hand dance, there is a reduction in the
drum melody and the playing of the drums in a procession can be done in

several forms.

The drums, cymbals and gongs (or Mong) are played along with the
Mong Soeng drums to accompany dances and to create the “Chae-Chae-Mong”
rhythm for the dance. When the cymbals and the gongs are played together,
they emphasize this kind of rhythm.

The Chad Tai musical group, consisting of the Pataya (horizontal
xylophone), the short drum and the Hog (a type of wooden clapper), plays to
accompany the performance of stories that teach children and members of Tai
Yai society to be good citizens. The melodies of this kind of musical group come in
three forms-playing the music to accompany the lyrics, singing a song that
concludes with music and playing Ram Wong melodies in a repetitive manner.
All seven musical notes are used to create the melodies and it has been found

that Re is the most used musical note followed by Doe.

Keywords: Performing Culture; Tai Yai Music; Chiang Rai Province
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