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Complexity of Nominalized Constructions

as Text Difficulty Indicator:

A Case Study on Thai Textbooks, 1*-3" Grade *
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Abstract

Text difficulty could be evaluated from many factors. One of those
is the difficulty of sentence structure, which is usually measured from the
number of words in a sentence. Since sentence boundaries are not explicitly
marked in Thai, we propose to measure this syntactic complexity through
the number of words in a nominalized construction, marked with /kaan0/
and /khwaam(/. The purpose of this paper is to examine text difficulty in

Thai textbooks, 151—3th grade, using syntactic complexity of nominalized
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constructions. The results show that collocates after /kaan0/ and /khwaamO0/
increase in terms of number and variety in the higher level. The mean of
the number of words in nominalized constructions increases, and more
complex patterns of nominalized constructions are found in the higher level.
The finding indicates that Thai textbooks, 1St—3th grade, tend to be more

difficult in the higher level according to this measurement.

Keywords: nominalizations; text difficulty; Thai textbook;

corpus-based study
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