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Colors as Conceptual Metaphors and Metonymies

of Feelings in Thai

Yingyot Kanchina :

Abstract

This article aims to study how native Thai speakers use color terms
as conceptual metaphors and metonymies of feelings. The target color terms
are red, green, black, white, and pink. Results show that native Thai
speakers use color terms together with body part terms to express feelings.
Most of body parts are part of the head, but the body parts which are not
part of the head are able to be used to express feelings as well. From the
present study, ‘red’ is the most frequently used and the most varied in
expressing feelings, followed by ‘green’, ‘black’, ‘white’, and ‘pink’,
respectively. Moreover, it is found that ‘violet’ is also used to express the
feelings. Regarding the functions of the colors as conceptual metaphors and
metonymies of feelings in Thai, their functions are (1) to convey feelings, (2)
to construct the conceptual domain for speaker and hearer, and (3) to

intensify the feelings.
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e-mail: yingyot.kac@mahidol.ac.th



- Humanities Journal Vol.23 No.2 (July-December 2016)

Keywords: Conceptual metaphors and metonymies; Color terms; Feelings;

Thai language



ardruysuAenilin 23 aiiuil 2 (nengiAN-Fuaau 2550) 181

1. UN

oo 4 R [ SO
auwd ldimuaszuunsfeasiwdudfFondt “nw Saduien
dofoulid (anvmdmedimmmnenaa’ ancanwienaes InsnInimMTINgAY,
2544) ugwﬂﬂﬁuamm'}Mﬁﬂmmﬁnmummwuw%ammr’flﬂum']ﬁfw,wi
Galfmenvimedsznaunsusasanudannaiindan Wesysddainsiess
l=| dl I U v v 6 A o AI dl I k4 V
fofiduwwsrndudasldon sysdhazfeniuendniduglsulndg @
v = =) lﬂl qldl a G/dlal J Q = I ;d '
nldSsuifsuneldreanufalaatlin anwauemaUIouguiizanin
o o 1 ¢ & a A < <
guanwaiuluvienl (Conceptual metaphor) Faiudsnnwuiinldlasnalylu
Fadszdniu Wisndudsslnngewzlwssmedviounnivinnu (Lakoff and
Johnson, 1980; Kévecses, 2000; T4 ﬂié’&lﬁ, 2548)

o o 1 Ui &) L lé

msmmwmﬁun%mmULLa@amsmﬂmwuﬁmﬂuaﬂwmwmﬂum
malfguaneninlurieiluTiodsiniu gt @237y (2549) wwuedringdansol
ad & Ao . ad « o o A o o A
ammmsmgﬂmmmmaglmamm%mwao & Tadumstihdmiataudn
a a % A o o o A A a P o &
FaunNiufgITeansosunusnuFNI Tl u S USouifisunue sy ol
Saralamba (2014) @nsUSpuisumsliiisondlumsuaasanuaiszning
MEBINOBUAZNIN INE HAMIANHINLIN AN B89N FUAILEAINIANN
T35 BT RUALFUNOALEAININNLATY FD8ILRAIAINNDIN %ﬁuwﬂuam
ANNGY WATRUNILEAINNNNED 73l TNyt WUINFLAILEAINIAINN
TnIsuazaNNLAs f&wmuammm%’ml,azmmqﬂn TP euraInNNINIT Fdn
WRAIANLATT LRZRUNILEAIANNNT HANNIANEIUAI Saralamba fial¥iia
AuLLA ;ﬁ%’ HINAISENENI 5 60 lAuA wa Y W @1 WaIMBUATRNINID LT

) a & A e a \ a
LLa@]\‘iﬂ’J']ME@ﬂﬂsZLﬂﬂauuaﬂL%uaaqﬂw Saralamba WUVL@]E]ﬂ%iaVLN LR

¥ o =

o ' Y A wa A 2 [ &1 o 2
ﬂﬂiﬂm:ﬂ’liﬂi’lﬂgﬂﬁﬂﬂi @I’JUL%@JHN’J mumaﬂﬂnmqﬂam&m LLRSWINWE

u

1 o 4 o & o ¢ Y & & 2 a
drhadaneaiuluieiuazgUsneaindnngluumanuiinansanatioge
W@ EInULUAAE Conceptual metaphor

2 o . o A & =
ﬂ']')']u']Nuﬂﬂﬂs?ﬂgl%ﬂﬂﬂqquuﬁﬂqElﬂ'n&lﬂﬂ Conceptual metonymy



182 Humanities Journal Vol.23 No.2 (July-December 2016)

' Yo A a A P23 A o o o |
HhunslidSanfineusasnnuiinlummniNeasudessdudananiuas
LﬁummLiﬂlﬁlﬂwﬂﬁqﬂé’ﬂmiua:muﬁfﬂummamm’miﬁﬂmadﬂuvlmafl,ﬁ

o

VNTITN

lumsfinmasd fiduldifiumunadayanimnsnnasdaya
M INBurIT@ 2 (Thai National Corpus Il) 283MAATMINANEAT JaInTol
PNAINNa s laalt s nsRUAUGIIAISNENS 5 @1 laud f131 way s 187
A1 U8y 717 ’l,wﬁhﬁuvlmeﬁuﬁuia%lmﬁai’u‘ﬁ 5 WOFRMEW W.7.2558 Iﬂﬂgﬁ%’ﬂ
l@smuavaued; G alumsansn a9 UenmausndidsasRududoy am ine
nnasstayane inouremddszianiasues (Fiction) laslaldrinmuadum
ﬂizLﬂﬂLLa:qﬂaﬁwaaﬁaa mum@;waﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬂumé’dﬁagammﬂ‘s:mwﬁ

A & 4 A o o & o o A a A 2R
asnniwinhaziimilgpUansalusswnuibriud i onfiausasnnuian
dudwnainnwenazlfidudayalunsiienzdaid laofidofinanluns
aatdandszluaiNatinundnIneyt a9 Qﬁﬁ'mzﬁmﬁanﬂizhﬂﬁﬁmu 200
UszloausnidanglunamsiududrsdiFonfudasd asunlunisdne
avsidamuTndayaflsansanlanmae 1,000 dszloaandFuduns 5
NARUIA m"l,ﬁ%'ﬂSm“ﬁayaﬂiﬂmﬁvlﬁmﬁammﬂﬁuﬁwﬁ@Taamiﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂg
Wuwnunansvasdsloaialiazaanlumsdnsdnnzide i §auaae9T G
AU TENaUNTET LN UAZ NV AR UNILT UN AL AN UAID TR RN LEAI
uwnashanuasiaya (Document Code) Lﬁaﬂiﬂﬂmﬂumiﬁuﬁuﬁya BN

' « , & A o o _— I o o o o ¢ 3
wiw “unlrvemaisaan U igaaznandy [Uarewadd1ue vedauasrinly
A8397910 (PRNV086) @asstuauuaadiidnLsuninas ovwasmItang

o a a cd &) v d' 1 Y ua a [ a 6
209f1538nF ey Sududayanaztisligisvmunniensigdansaluag
wanele fuwia PRNV0S6 ﬁag‘lum%amm LA UNABYINET oyatwiusia
Nusasunsafinnvastoyn (Document Code) luadstiayammnlnounima 2

(Thai National Corpus Il) @4n&12



ardruysuAenilin 23 aiiuil 2 (nengiAN-Fuaau 2550) 183

2. mwwmﬂmaaﬁqﬁﬂnﬁuazmwi{ﬁn

AFundlanuidydenusdlun s iauyesfiadng g Berlin
sz Kay (1969) Lauavl’j”'j'm%wﬁ‘lumia:i’@uuﬁﬁuﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬁugwu (Basic Color
Terms) TwnuaguddiugusasNusdtulinduiauszszauanaduiugm

Tl asuaaduiuwnn aa s

white 21 ] — [yellow] N PHLPIC
green] — [yellow ) pin
black] = [red] ™ [yellow]) - [green] ./ [blue] — [brown] - orange
Brey

= af (4
UNUATIAN 1. awugmmaum&ws

(Berlin and Kay, 1969, p. 4)

o v & a ¥ a &
LLN%ﬂ’]W@]Gﬂﬂ'I’JLLETﬂGIV\L‘V\u’.l’lﬂ’ﬁl,ﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂ’l%‘ﬂﬂx‘m‘t{:‘]ﬂ'gﬁ]:m@m%

audeulanBuanuiuasadinan mniwizduiuas wazaudndiden
LasAnaasvEamnAnIaalRnT uiawud N eI deudaunssailn
s Gunudsiiena LLﬂ:ﬁ’]ﬁUﬂﬁiLﬁﬂ‘f?uﬁ;ﬂﬁﬁilmilﬁ]mﬂuamd EtUNIEE R
TIDFIM

NTTUAAUIONY (2556, %. 1237) Renuanunansvaddin & 1
@ anwaizvasuaIad Unnguna didudun é1 ues (o dudu; F97
vl 977 61 ua 1502 1Tud 1ru An 1w s F10mW Sain
FlumsenmnilzsminsauisafiaaseoniniueToazlusame wu wih an W
A FlienAwdu uas @en 129 duedu I@ﬂ%@?’aﬂdnﬁﬁmm@pﬁ@mnmmjﬁﬂ

da & o
119U In m@musl,umqﬂﬂa

FIRANURUILVDIANIN mmj’?n NTUUNALFOW (2556, . 1408)
Lildrya@llesasudnanieliludrin arswal a9ih u. Fandeaniiala
WUM9e v ayn au me uazla igu shiluarsunivasen iFeauarsuaives

A =S A & a ) o 1 d’ dy ] I 6 R
};’?, aTavianalduaIulua (74 Liaauammvmulummmmﬂ; ﬂ’J’?JJEﬁ'ﬂ‘VI’N



184 Humanities Journal Vol.23 No.2 (July-December 2016)

A A A 9 Il 6 A 6
lamiaeuutas [Uauaast 1oy ansunisn a1suailngs a1sunid a1suaise;
8527y, Usn@Aiay, 174 an1suaitu e1svaidoniiiu ansunison; mwjﬁn LU

& o ' & o A o & & A
13uniA l§asvai, mwganmzmZ“Jf“lil‘lumammmm % 81TV UAED

a 6 A o Qo a a 1 I 6 A IS8 I
inNaaINh. 2. Jasenay, Juindtay, 17w (v uiuanarsuaianinu (v uiu
[
AUDIINDEIDY (U. 913 NDH).”

FUUIITIDE WHTLUTT (2555, 1. 51) Iwanunanevasdinensuatly
: Aa o ea o A f ' &a & A &
ool “ﬁmwmmygmLsfmwa'Za)mavlwwah V% 91INTEA, aTualiFe, 871N E
& = o & . v & A
THid, nsnala s, arwalsaw, ensuail/sw suenasaniullenamang
bR “ﬁmwﬁﬁﬁ?yﬁaﬁv W% A0, ANEE1D7 NAM e IIANNRNIB8
mmnﬁm:mmjﬁﬂﬁfﬂﬂﬁLﬁmLLa:ﬁmuﬁﬁﬁauﬁuﬁuagj AIB%WLNITAN
E X sne 8 o Yo 4 =3 A =< x>
A39% ;dmsmmaﬂlmmm ANWaN lummﬂmmwmamqﬂﬂmmmmmzl
1 U @ aaa dl a g/ 04 1
nanfe gaamzsammmsmﬁ mmjﬁﬂ Wil JAsennifedunussmeuss
LLamaaﬂm@TmﬁwﬁLLammwanﬁﬂ w30 13D @3 nan el val,ﬂﬁammiﬁﬂ
sunawde lauie 13 ludin mmjﬁn #ANIINHNNTAANNINFIUAIBL1INEN
AUNVILFAIDTN DI ;ﬁ%’mzﬁmwmnu’%umaaﬁagaﬂszﬂauﬁummﬁmi
ﬁ'@ﬁ‘i’lLLuﬂmimﬁﬁug”lwnad Shaver et al (2001 a9lu Saralamba, 2014, p. 93)
laaualiidu 6 Yszinnwan leun love, joy, surprise, anger, sadness Uas fear
A 1 g =3 v o 1
FolundazUszinnuannazlsznaussduaasanuailssansosusslssinng oy
an (g]i'ma:l,'é'ml,ﬁmaﬂu Shaver et al, 2001, 81911 Saralamba, 2014, p. 94)

Wnwmalumsiniatad

Y 6 o

a A o o ¢ o Ao o a
3. u,%'JﬂﬂlﬂEl')ﬂllQﬂaﬂﬂmltaguqﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬂw%ﬁ iJﬂ"IL‘a'Elﬂﬁ

U,
WAzANIAN

Lakoff uaz Johnson (1980) 1HugFisumfinmauanuaiuluries

lwdsdsmuuaz ld@RunnitsdanTain Metaphor We Live By 33vnliumifa



ardruysuAenilin 23 aiiuil 2 (nengiAN-Fuaau 2550) 185

a 6 L 6 Ay ] 1 1 v Aa =3 v J '
puansaluluemiduniinotsuninanousznaldifiamafinwmaduianiig
99 Wonan ld lEuauAaaINa LN a LA ;ﬁﬁmmmmﬁfﬂdﬂqﬂﬁﬂmﬁmﬁ

& a aa o el a . & & A A
\JuAisanaaimasiamwwaidslslusiuaduinuudiduaoruaaglu
srupanufa i3 ldhfigUansaluluieiagaSsdenanguangmnlasa:

= o A A = a s A < a o o
WwnldnnmaReuimtadud nfmiessnnglaena lWludi adsesnin aunas
\ualuientnussy lussunanufia 15w ARGUMENT IS WAR Hugdansal
lunadnieannmaysounlunat ARGUMENT unlunaizes WAR @9

fagsda bl

(1
@

) They attacked the enemies in the war.

) He attacked many weak points in my argument.
(3) I have never won an argument with him.

)

(4) His country has never won a war.

]
o A

azulddnliny waAR 1aflEiu ARGUMENT dizuriu guanwsal
alurieniang ‘ﬁLﬂuﬁjﬁ'ﬂmmmﬁﬂﬁaasmvléﬁﬁu TIME IS MONEY, LOVE IS
JOURNEY e (NTUmhasan, 2553, 4. 90)

o & o ¢ > = a Ao o ¢
puanwoiulwieaziuldimIsSneenunineesglnn i AuWus
AuszuuaNfauanIzuIwMIlTaRaauyed a2 lilduaaiioudznim
@ = . =2 = o o & A a %
Auanunansdngudazuasinasldfszauuluimiviannudavasls
= a_ a = a A o ea a
mwlasazsdnmanudadilionifisunisgUinuainegluszuuanuda
madm‘gm’ lagRansamnan 37Jmm:,mmgilﬂ°'nym( (Metaphorical expressions)

wne guinsalluszauanufaduduinfievasgmwulisuisunaysdls
FOMIN® (FUWA LONWINUAZITT WANRWTIAIW, 2014, %, 2331)

Kovecses (2002, 819lUan@ Asauw, 2548, . 12) a51nefianszuiums
mamm%muﬁl@%ﬂé’iyma{lqﬂé'ﬂwmi wufifie nizuaumItalasnnunany
(mapping) T¥WINRAIWANUWNNY (conceptual domain) Lm:ﬁv'aaa{mmmmnyﬁ?u
dsfifanusunusdanuazin Wumstelosnnunuigainisanunang

v . A a ] { v
@un149 (source domain) Gaduwreanuninsdutauiazinmsldanunang



186 Humanities Journal Vol.23 No.2 (July-December 2016)

Wisuisy dreleslddnsanunanedaianid (target  domain) Foazu
mmv\mﬂlﬁ;i“?iQ’l‘*ﬁmmﬁaaﬂm,ﬁ_l‘%muﬁuuﬁa ﬁwﬁagiuaaﬂmmmyﬁuﬂn
ﬁ]:Lﬂuqﬂ&'ﬂmie'fiaLLa@aquﬁ'ﬂu‘iuaaﬂawuﬁmﬂﬂmﬂma win Nluneiaed
A2143N LOVE IS A JOURNEY 1AMNUARNIEAUNIIADNITEAUNIG §I%9
ANNRBUENIIRaAININ nszuIuMIEs losanuRnsa I lun Al
a9nanaduelein Nﬂmwmﬁﬁumalﬂumjumm%mwaaﬁﬂ‘ﬁ'lﬁ BT D4
UMWY 0 uaiduns uwmnuei g lwmaduma Wuszezms
989 %aﬁwﬁ'ﬁ'@a%ﬂmamwwmmlaaﬂmaumaﬁa:gﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬁaLﬂ%ﬂmﬁﬂu
AUANNTN mw%'ﬂLﬂummﬁﬂﬁg}’tﬁmmﬁmmiﬁa Iadurennunang
Uananng ﬁww‘%a%mmﬁag’lmommwmﬂﬁumaa:ﬁwﬁ’]ﬁ'Lfluqﬂé'ﬂmﬁ

Wlunied

@T’mumﬁ@Lﬁmﬁ'uqﬂ&'ﬂwniwiuﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁL'r‘im"ﬁaaﬁ'u%l,l,a:msmﬁﬁfu
Saralamba (2014, p. 102) léna 13 iudunlunieni EMOTION IS A FLUID IN

v
v A

é o {
A CONTAINER Tauaadununsmsisaulasanunang laasi

ANURNILAUNIY ANNRINLLaILN
(Source domain) (Target domain)
Container

Fluid = Emotion

Color

UABNINT 2. ﬂ']iL%E]llIEJGﬂ’J’I&I%&I'] EJ“LI@G&II%ﬁﬂﬁ:
EMOTION IS A FLUID IN A CONTAINER (Saralamba, 2014, p. 102)

mSL“dﬁa&f[il\‘lﬂ’a’]N%mﬂﬁdﬂd’]’m%ﬂ’mvﬁ’hm’mﬂILll%F_I‘LILaﬁ DUVBILARNY
A AaA ' A o v 4 @ , &
ﬁiaaﬂuii?ﬂgluﬂ’]"ﬁuz a’lll’ﬁﬂLfIJaEJuLLﬂaﬁ:@LIVL(ﬂmL“ﬁu@’mmd‘umm’mm

Tn37 assialud



ardruysuAenilin 23 aiiuil 2 (nengiAN-Fuaau 2550) 187

EMOTION IS A FLUID IN A CONTAINER
Human Body is a Container for emotion

Anger is a Fluid in the Container
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Becoming angry is becoming Red
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Physical effect (source) Emotion (target) Example
Redness in face and neck area ANGER, JOY She was flushed with anger.
Blood leaves face FEAR She turned pale/white as a sheet.
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