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Taking Something with a Pinch of Salt: Significance and

Implication of I-narrator Technique in Maya-Ngao

Saranpat Boonhok "

Abstract

This article aims at exploring I-narrator technique in Maya-Ngao [The
lllusive Shadow], a Thai thriller novel written by Pongsakorn, to illustrate its
significance and implication of the novel’s presentation. The result depicts that
the novel aims to share messages associated with child abuse by constantly
using a more-than-one-I-narrator to narrate the common story. It means that
two main characters invert their own perspectives in occurring events before a
witness character is selected to summarize the ending in the final chapter. To
highlight this technique, a more-than-one- |- narrator method not only encourages
readers to recognize the story in two dimensions but also reflects the main
character who suffers from the multiple personality disorder. This character
loses his memories when confronting intense situations. He then confidently
blames that all of the incidents are caused by spirits. The other narrators,
nevertheless, obviously tell readers that the other character’ s abnormal
practices are caused by his mental disorder, resulting in other people’s

harassment, yet empathy and forgiveness are also clearly evident from this
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point of view. Regarding to the technique’s implication, spiritual belief and
scientific discourse are profoundly demonstrated as a binary opposition to
explain events in this novel; moreover, this type of contrast also implies that
the topic deals with the reality and the reality approaching. Each narrator with
his stable standpoint has hidden agendas, which are exhibited by |- narrator
technique. As the result, this kind of technique utilized in Maya-Ngao evidently
presents the legitimacy of narrative depending on a narrator and politics of

his/her narrative.

Keywords: Narrator; I-narrator; Pongsakorn’s Novel; Child Abuse;

Multiple Personality Disorder
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