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The Characteristics and the Roles of ‘Surasatthadi’

in Samutthrakhot Khamchan

Cholada Ruengruglikifk

Abstract

“Surasatthadi” is a term found in Samutthrakhot Khamchanw,
specifically in the part composed during the Ayutthaya period which was
intended to be performed as Nang Yai.*** “Surasatthadi” is an
important literary technique in literature of the performing arts, and while
“Surasatthadi” in Samutthrakhot Khamchan is not the first instance of usage,
it is more complex in its roles and characteristics than those found in older
works. The importance of ‘Surasatthadi’ in Samutthrakhot Khamchan is multi-
dimensional, namely in the dimensions of the author, the spectators, the
performance, and the performing artists, all of which contribute to the

communicative efficiency and the success of the performance.

Keywords: Surasatthadi; Samutthrakhot Khamchan; charateristics and

roles

* Professor, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University,

e-mail: cholada.r@chula.ac.th

* Khamchan: a form of Thai poetry.

- Nang Yai: a form of Thai shadow play.
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