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The Jews of the Orient. The History of the Relationship

between King Vajiravudh and Overseas Chinese

Thep Boontanondha*

Abstract

The relationship between King Vajiravudh and overseas Chinese
is commonly understood in the binary opposition ideology due to the
influence of King Rama VI's literary works which criticized the overseas
Chinese in Siam. In particular, the Jews of the Orient (Jew Haeng
Burabha Tis) is often employed as a reference along with King Rama VI's
royal duties in order to reveal the dilemmatic situation between King
Rama VI and the Chinese. The article aims to study the historical
evidence comprising King Rama VI's literary works and governmental
documents about the overseas Chinese in order to indicate that the
relationship between King Rama VI and the Chinese was actually
multifaceted. This article will analyze the purpose of King Rama VI's the
Jews of the Orient beyond the anti-Chinese assumption. Finally, the study
finds that the relationship between King Rama VI and the overseas

Chinese is complicated in that they are not merely binary opposites of

* Lecturer in The General Education Section, Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Mahidol University, e-mail: thep.boo@mahidol.ac.th
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each other; they had compromised in many instances to secure their own

profits.

Keywords: King Vajiravudh; Overseas Chinese; Thai—Chinese relationship
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