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Regional Lexical Variation of the Tai Yuan Language in

Thailand, the Lao People's Democratic Republic

and the Repubilic of the Union of Myanmar*

Yuttaporn Naksuk ™"

Somsonge Burusphat***

Abstract

This article aimed to study the lexical variation of the Tai Yuan
language in Thailand, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, and the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar. Data were collected from Tai Yuan informants at
seven locations (two informants per point). In Thailand; the data were collected
at four locations: the northern area of Chiang Mai Province, the southern area
of Chiang Mai Province, Nan Province, and Saraburi Province. In the Lao

People's Democratic Republic, the data were collected at two locations:

* This article is part of a research project entitled “A Regional Variation of
selected Ethnic Languages and cultures in Southeast Asia” funded by “Distinguished
Professor Grant, 2015”, Thailand Research Fund (TRF), with Professor Dr.Somsonge
Burusphat as the principal investigator of the project.
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Xaignabouli Province and Luang Prabang Province. In the Republic of the

Union of Myanmar, the data were collected at one location: Myawaddy.

The study found four types of lexical variation: variation due to
differences in word structure, variation due to local dialect, variation due to

borrowing from other languages, and lexical innovation.

Keywords: lexical variation; Tai Yuan language; Thailand; Lao People's

Democratic Republic; Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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