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Uncovering behind-the-scene political views in Comeille’s fragedies
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Abstract

The 17th Century in France began with the chaos in many ways, including politics.
Richelieu, the Cardinal, is the “Knight in Shining Armor” who brought France into order. He
prepared the ways to the absolute monarchy which reached its goal in the reign of King
Louis XIV. To achieve this policy, Richelieu had to be severe, and was forced to shed blood.
Under the government which conftrolled the rights of people to express their ideas, many
kinds of riots took place. Controlled writers could use Literature as a weapon to criticize
the government. Corneille is one of the most famous playwright in this century who was
brave enough to use his plays for attacking government policy. Le Cid, Horace, Cinna and

Polyeucte are the plays that show how a civil man in that period wants to speak out loud
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that something not right in the society is happening. Corneille is among the first "Engaged

writer” who uses literature for making a better society.
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