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Toponyms in Lamphun Province: Village Names
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Abstract

This research aims at studying foponyms in Lamphun province: village names with
emphasis on historical background, linguistic features and values of those toponyms. It is
found that liguistic structure of the village names consist of one-word names to five-words
name. The most frequently-used structure is a two-word combination. One-word names
consist of one part, the head noun, while the two-word names consist of two parts: head
and modifier. The word order can be divided into 3 patterns: “*head+modifier”, “head+head”,
and "modifierthead.” In terms of semantics, there are 13 semantic categories of head
nouns where as the most frequently-used is the local geographic names. The antecedent
or modifier can be divided into 15 semantic categories; the piant names is“the most
frequently-used. The 5 most popular words of both heads and modifiers are “paa” (forest),

‘nong” (swamp), “haay” (brook), “sdn” (ridge) and “mee” (river) respectively.

The toponym reflects the holistic feature of Lamphun province, including
geography, society and cultural aspects. 8 aspects reflected in the village names include:
1) varieties geography and climates 2) an abundance of flora and fauna 3) local history
4) folk legends and folk tales 5) folkiife 6) felk belief-and values 7) local governance

8) other characteristics.
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