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Abstract

This research is to study the translation of “Sai Han” (Xi Han), a Chinese historical
novel, which was franslated intfo Thai during the reign of King Rama | from the original “Xi
Han Tongsu Yanyi” by Zhen Wei, an author in Ming dynasty. The translation of the book
was conducted by Krom Phra Raja Wang Lang. In that time, there was no one particular
person who knew well of both Chinese and Thai, thus led to the forming of a group of
translators. However, it was not a direct sentence-to-sentence translation, but more like

paraphrasing and rearranging some of the texts.

After the research, it is found that many different forms of translation were
applied for this book which were style modification, explication, abridgement, deletion,
text addition, misinterpretation, and text modification. The above different forms caused
some discrepancies between Thai and Chinese versions. Moreover, the transliteration in Thai
version is not very consistent. The discrepancies between the two versions are partly because
of the limitation in languages (that is, the groups of Chinese and Thai translators could not
communicate very well) and the translation forms used during the process. In order to help
readers understand better, some texts were simplified. Another purpose in modifying the

texts is to shape the readers’ frame of mind about political concepts.
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